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Gustavo Lins Ribeiro holds his Ph. D. in Anthropology (City
University of New York, 1988). He is currently a full Professor
of Anthropology in the University of Brasilia; Level 1A Research
Fellow of Brazil’s National Council of Scientific and Technolo-
gical Develoment (CNPq). He was a visiting professor in several
universities and research centers in Argentina, Colombia, Mexico
and the U.S. He has done research and written on topics such
as development, environmentalism, international migration,
cyberculture, globalization and transnationalism. He has written
and edited 14 volumes in Portuguese, Spanish and English, and
more than 100 chapters and articles in different journals and
books in Latin America, Europe, Asia and the US,, in Portu-
guese, Spanish, English, Japanese, French and German. He
was a member of the Advisory Council of the Wenner-Gren
Foundation for Anthropological Research (New York); Advisory
Editor of Current Anthropology (Chicago); president of the
Brazilian Association of Anthropology; a founder and the first
chair of the World Council of Anthropological Associations. He
is a co-chair of the Committee on World Anthropologies of the
AAA and serves on more than 20 editorial boards of journals
in Europe, the US. and Latin America, including the American
Anthropologist, American Ethnologist, Anthropology Today,
Journal des Anthropologues and Alteridades. His latest books are
the edited volume (with Arturo Escobar) “World Anthropologies.
Disciplinary Transformations in Systems of Power” (Oxford/
New York: Berg Publishers, 2006) and “The Capital of Hope”, in
Portuguese, about the construction of Brasilia from the workers’
point-of-view (Brasilia: Edunb, 2008).

Yasmeen Arif is Associate Professor at the Department of
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notions of recovery in lifeworlds that emerge from conditions of
damage and devastation. She is completing a manuscript called
“Afterlife, reclaiming life after catastrophe” where she draws
material from a global terrain of catastrophes and disasters across
the conventional categories of the natural, social, political and
economic. A second forthcoming manuscript focuses on issues
of social anthropological knowledge production, history and
theory. She has held positions and Fellowships at the University of
Minnesota (Twin Cities); CSDS, Delhi and the American Univer-
sity of Beirut. Her work has been published in the International
Journal of Urban and Regional Research, Domains: International Journal
of Ethnic Studies, Journal of the World Anthropological Network etc.
and in a number of edited volumes.
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Petr (Peter) Skalnik was born in 1945, in Prague. He is a political
anthropologist and Africanist, specializing in state and chiefdom
studies. He has been educated in Prague, Leningrad and Cape
Town. Since 1967, he has been teaching African studies, social
anthropology, and politics at Universities in Czechoslovakia (since
1993 Czech Republic), Netherlands, South Africa, Switzerland,
Poland, France, invited lectures in four continents. He has
conducted fieldwork in the Caucasus, Slovakia, Ghana, southern
Africa, Papua New Guinea, Azores, Czech Republic, Poland. He
has edited and co-edited twenty books, among them The Early
State, The Study of the State, Outwitting the State, The Early Writings of
Bronislaw Malinowski, A Post-communist Millennium: The Struggles for
Sociocultural Anthropology in Central and Eastern Europe, Anthropology
of Europe: Teaching and Research, Studying Peoples in People’s Democracies:
Socialist Era Anthropology in East-Central Europe, Postsocialist Europe:
Aunthropological Perspectives from Home, Africanists on Africa: Current
Issues, Africa: Power and Powerlessness. Vice-President of the Inter-
national Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences.

Vasundhara Bhojvaid completed her M.Phil from the
Department of Sociology, Delhi University. The reseatch looked
at the field of literature on mediation, public culture and political
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that the Right to Information (2005) and the complex relationship
of the citizen and the state in India are embedded in. She lives
in Delhi and is currently a PhD candidate at the Department of
Sociology, Delhi University, India.
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African American Studies at the University of Florida. Currently
a member-at-large of the Executive Committee of the Interna-
tional Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences, for
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on the Anthropology of Women. She has twice served on the
American Anthropological Association's Executive Board and
is a past president of the Association of Black Anthropologists.
More recently, she was part of the AAA Committee on World
Anthropologies. Her research concerns social inequalities, human
rights, diasporas, the gendered and ethno-racialized effects of
local-global linkages; and also the history and the politics of
knowledge. Her publications include Resisting Racism and Xeno-
phobia (2005), Outsider Within: Reworking Anthropology in the Global
Age (2008) and Decolonizing Anthropology (2010, 3rd edition)
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Alcida Rita Ramos is Professor of Anthropology at the Univer-
sity of Brasilia and senior researcher of the National Council
of Scientific and Technological Development (CNPq) in Brazil.
Having done extensive fieldwork among the Yanomami in Brazil,
she is currently working on indigenism and nation, comparing
Brazil with other South American countries. Besides a large
number of articles, she is the author of Sanumd memories: Yanomami
ethnography in times of crisis (University of Wisconsin Press 1995)
and Indigenism: Ethnic politics in Brazi! (University of Wisconsin
Press1998). e-mail: alcida.ramos@uol.com.br



